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IN THE CLAIMS; 

Please cancel Claims 19 and 31, without prejudice or disclaimer of subject 
matter. Please amend Claims 1, 17, 18, 20, 29, and 30, and add new Claims 32-41. The 
following is a complete listing of claims and replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the present application: 



Claim 1 (currently amended): A communication system comprising: 
a controller; 

a destination node includin g first and second input registers: and 
a source node including first and second output registers, 
wherein said controller is adapted to access the first and the second input 
registers and the first and the second output registers, and 

wherein said controller is adapted to obtain information about a 
communication capability of said source node from [[a]] the first output register of said &omie 
node, to obtain information about a communication capability of said destination node from [[a]] 
the first input register of said destinati o n n ode, to select a first or a second communication 
protocol using the information obtained from the first output and input registers to set a logical 
connection between said source node and said destination node, to store information indicating 
for the s e lected communication protocol selected by said controller and information for the 
s elected communica t i o n p ro toc o l logical connection set bv said controller in [[a]] the second 
output register o f said so u r ce n o de , and to store information indica t ing for the selec t ed 
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communication protocol selected by said controller and information for the selected 
communication piutucol logical connection set by said controller in [[a]] the second input 
y register i 



wherein sai d s o urce node is adapted t o tr ansfer o bject data t o said des t ination 
nude a&yndnuu o wly using the first o r the sec o nd c o mmunicati o n protocol selected by aaid 



ujiiUullci . 




Claims 2 and 3 (canceled) 



Claim 4 (previously presented): A communication system according to Claim 
1, wherein the first communication protocol is a communication protocol that uses a broadcast 
communication. 



Claims 5 and 6 (canceled) 



Claim 7 (previously presented): A communication system according to Claim 
1, wherein the second communication protocol is a communication protocol that does not use a 
broadcast communication. 

Claims 8-16 (canceled) 
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Claim 17 (currently amended): A communication system according to Claim 
1, wherein said controller, said source node a and said destination node [[can]] are adapted to 
communicate with each other using a communication unit connectable to a serial bus. 

Claim 18 (currently amended): A communication system according to Claim 
1, wherein said controller, said source node a and said destination node [[can]] are adapted to 
communicate with each other using a communication unit conforming to an IEEE 1394-1995 
standard. 

'. 

Claim 19 (canceled) 




Claim ZU (currently amenaea) ;" A communication method for a 
communication system that includes a controller, a destination node including first and second 
input registers, and a source node including first and second output registers, wherein the 
controller fa fifopteri to access the first and the second input registers and the first and the second 
output registers, [[the]] said method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining[[, of]] information about a communication capability of the source 
node from [[a]] fte first output register o f the goume nud e; 

obtaining[[, of]] information about a communication capability of the 
destination node from [[a]] the first input register o f the des t inati o n \iudz ; 

selecting[[, of]] a first or a second communication protocol using the 
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information obtained from the first output and input registers; 

setting[[, of]] a logical connection between the source node and the destination 

node; 

storing[[, of]] information indicating for the s e l e c te d communication protocol 
selected in said selecting step and information for the selected communication protocol logical 
connection set in said setting step in [[a]] the second output register o f t he source nod e; 

storing[[, of]] information indicating for the selected communication protocol 
selected in said selecting step and information for the selected communication protocol logical 
connection set ffl sai4 getjingstep. in [[ a ]] the second input register o f the destinati o n node, an d 

tr ansferring, of o bjec t data fr o m the s o urce node t o the destination node 
asynchron o usly using the selected counumiication pr o tocol . 

Claims 21-26 (canceled) 

Claim 27 (previously presented): A communication method according to Claim 
20, wherein the first communication protocol is a communication protocol that uses a broadcast 
communication. 

Claim 28 (previously presented): A communication method according to Claim 
20, wherein the second communication protocol is a communication protocol that does not use a 
broadcast communication. 
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Claim 29 (currently amended): A communication method according to Claim 
20, wherein the controller, the source node* and the destination node [[can]] are adapted to 
communication with each other using a communication unit connectable to a serial bus. 



A 



Claim 30 (currently amended): A communication method according to Claim 
20, wherein the controller, the source node, and the destination node [[can]] are adapted to 
communicate with each other using a communication unit conforming to an IEEE 1394-1995 
standard. 



Claim 31 (canceled) 



Claim 32 (new): A controller, which controls a logical connection between a 
source node that includes first and second output registers and a destination node that includes 
first and second input registers, wherein said controller is adapted to access the first and second 
input registers and the first and second output registers, said controller comprising: 

a controlling unit adapted to obtain information about a communication 
capability of the source node from the first output register, to obtain information about a 
communication capability of the destination node from the first input register, to select a first or a 

second communication protocol using the information obtained from the first output and input 

\ 

registers, to set a logical connection between the source node and the destination node, to store 
information for the selected communication protocol and information for the set logical 
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connection in the second output register, and to store information for the selected communication 
protocol and information for the set logical connection in the second input register. 

Claim 33 (new): A controller according to claim 32, wherein the first 
communication protocol is a communication protocol that uses a broadcast communication. 

Claim 34 (new): A controller according to claim 32, wherein the second 
communication protocol is a communication protocol that does not use a broadcast 
communication. 

Claim 35 (new): A controller according to claim 32, wherein the source node 
and the destination node are adapted to communicate with each other using a communication unit 
connectable to a serial bus. 

Claim 36 (new): A controller according to claim 32, wherein the source node 
and the destination node are adapted to communication with each other using a communication 
unit conforming to an IEEE 1394-1995 standard. 

Claim 37 (new): A method for a controller, which controls a logical 
connection between a source node that includes first and second output registers and a 
destination node that includes first and second input registers, wherein the controller is adapted 
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to access the first and second input registers and the first and second output registers, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining information about a cornmunication capability of the source node 
from the first output register, 

obtaining mformation about a communication capability of the destination 
node from the first input register, 

selecting a first or a second communication protocol using the information 
obtained from the first output and input registers; 

setting a logical connection between the source node and the destination node; 

storing information for the cornmunication protocol selected in said selecting 
step and information for the logical connection set in said setting step in the second output 
register; and 

storing information for the communication protocol selected in said selecting 
step and information for the logical connection set in said setting step in the second input 
register. 

Claim 38 (new): A method according to claim 37, wherein the first 
communication protocol is a communication protocol that uses a broadcast communication. 

Claim 39 (new): A method according to claim 37, wherein the second 
communication protocol is a cornmunication protocol that does not use a broadcast 

-8- 



Received from < 1212 2184550 > at 9/30/03 12:29:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



03/30/2003 12:33 FAX 1212 218 4550 FITZPATRICK N.Y. ©012 



communication. 

Claim 40 (new): A method according to claim 37, wherein the source node 
and the destination node are adapted to communicate with each other using a communication unit 
connec table to a serial bus. 



Claim 41 (new): A method according to claim 37, wherein the source node 
and the destination node are adapted to communicate with each other using a communication unit 
conforming to an IEEE 1394-1995 standard 
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